
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

December 10, 2015  

 

Councillors Davey, Schnider, Gazzola, Fernandez, Galloway-Sealock, Singh, Ioannidis, Janecki, Etherington, 
and Marsh 

Office of the Mayor and Council 
200 King Street West, Kitchener 
N2G 4G7 
 
Dear Kitchener City Councillors: 

On behalf of the Canadian Federation of University Women Kitchener-Waterloo, I would like to express my 
deep concern upon learning that the City of Kitchener staff has recommended that the Social Development 
Centre Waterloo Region’s annual grant for its community information services will be reduced in 2016 and 
completely eliminated in 2017. 
 
In the fall of 2010 our Past President, Ruth Russell, was in Kitchener’s downtown core and, on impulse, went 
into the offices of the Social Planning Council.  Ruth had been thinking for some time that it might be useful to 
have a loosely structured umbrella organization of women’s groups in Kitchener-Waterloo.  This organization 
would enable local women’s organizations to communicate easily and effectively with each other and prevent 
any perceived or real competition amongst organizations that are all working towards similar goals. 

 

Initially seeking only a list of women’s organizations in the region, Ruth ended up meeting with Trudy Beaulne, 
Executive Director of the then Social Planning Council, who was extremely enthusiastic about the idea and 
offered the Council’s help in organizing an initial meeting for representatives from interested organizations.  
Ruth presented this information that same evening at an Executive Meeting and asked for help getting this 
project started. A notice was placed in our local Newspaper:  76 local women’s groups or organizations were 
invited to attend; 51 women attended, representing over 40 organizations.  Each organization represented a 
specific mandate but a common thread united all: women working together to make our community stronger 
and better. After a number of face-to-face meetings, supported by Social Planning Council, the Network 
members decided that a virtual network would accomplish the goals originally set out, and the resulting Google 
group is now sharing on a regular basis information regarding their organizations’ activities and events. 

 

This is an example of the enormous value of the information that the Social Development Centre has at the 
ready. Even more important, however, is the ability of Centre staff to use that information to not simply answer 
questions, but to explore these questions and their possible answers in greater depth -- and, in a case like 
ours, to support continued networking and connection. We need this service in Kitchener-Waterloo. Our 
community would be much poorer without it, and we urge you to continue your support. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Susan Vecchiarelli 
President, CFUW K-W 

CFUW 
Canadian Federation of University Women     P.O. Box 22039, Waterloo, Ontario N2L 6J7 
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