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Starting question: Given the Federal Government responsibilities, what would you want it 

to do to give everyone a chance to a decent and dignified life? 

 

Table 1:  

- Baby bonuses should end with high school graduation not 18th birthday to better help 

parents. 

- Bringing a new National strategy forward to help legislate Ontario Works programs.  

Ontario Works can make only $200 a month but disabled are able to make up to $500. 

- Having divisions of government very top heavy with salaries and politics, therefore the 

money dedicated to sectors of government never actually get to the people who need.  

- There are too many different loops and departments to get information or answers for 

services provided. 

- Lack of innovation of regulatory bodies 

- Well-paying job at least $16/ hour for single person.  

- Developing a Co-op program for government with incentives.  

- Need more co-op and geared to income housing Ex: House of Friendship charge $400 

for just a room- where do they eat etc.? 

- Next generation- we need to give them the power to get what they need. Education a big 

part of this. Ensuring we have all youth do a co-op or mentorship program to graduate 

high school 

- Student loans and tuition fees and residence fees MUST come down. A generation is 

drowning in student debt 

- Are we giving the younger generation a message of lost hope?  

- Transportation system to begin in New Hamburg, hopefully will help with job creation. 

 

Table 2: 

- What are parties going to do about minimum livable income instead of ODSP 

- A National standard of livable income that all provinces adhere to 

- Poverty makes people sick, if they weren’t in poverty they could live a decent life 

- Support for citizen participation and meetings 

- Does your party support a national housing strategy- What is needed? – What should be 

done about it?- What are the ways to address it? 

- Spending in federal government in places that is not needed- what are the spending 

priorities? 



- Public transit- aging infrastructure- difficulty getting to Toronto and or London- difficulty 

from New Hamburg to Kitchener 

- Guaranteed income supplement brings seniors to $16,000 poverty line is $18,000. 

Something needs to be done now and to fix the future 

- Barriers to information about resources. What can we do to reduce barriers to 

information/ resources 

Table 3  

- Having a livable income for all 

- Education affordable to everyone 

- Local grants for free education 

- More for local projects in municipalities 

- Transit for townships 

- Have to get people to use the busses 

- Money for transit! 

- Jobs for people to live HERE 

- Go Train service should be extended 

- How much should transit cost? 

- Healthcare- attracting doctors. Doctors have too many patients 

 

Table 4 

- $15 a day daycare 

- $15 minimum wage 

- Invest in small businesses 

- Lowering taxes/ Cut taxes 

- CPP and EI shouldn’t be considered taxes 

- TPP would make it more expensive and lose jobs 

- No bigger jails 

- No more oil sands 

- All our needs are different-  give money to people for them to distribute and decide how 

to spend 

- Quebec- NAFTA- losing millions of dollars 

- Quebec saying no to fracking 

- Strengthen Kyoto  

- More meaningful jobs 

- More accessible healthcare 

 

Group discussion and Questions: 

- Job creation- how to improve for the next generation. Create co-op and mentorship 

programs for high school and university students. 



- More affordable higher education 

- $16 an hour minimum wage 

- Geared to income housing including Hydro and water. Creating a national housing 

strategy 

- Federal government money and spending deemed unnecessary. What are their priorities 

are they in line with the publics? 

- Increasing public transit- Bus to Ira Needles to start in the Spring 

- Is transit affordable for people? What should it cost 

- Reducing barriers to access information 

- Healthcare- Doctor shortage 

- Pharmacare- Medicare needs more funding, must reduce the cost of prescriptions 

- Cap trade to their environment issues 

- Taxes- simplified system- avoid, defer or not pay tax at all 

- Mental health care facilities needed in correctional facilities 

 

 

 

 

 


