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Introduction 
to us!

Eden Phelan Oluwatosin (Praise) 
Oluwayemi, MPH

Shequera Powell



Positionality
STUDENT 
RESEARCHERS

DIVERSE 
EXPERIENCES 

AND 
BACKGROUND

OUTSIDER 
POSITION

PASSIONATE 
ABOUT THE ISSUE



Vision
▫ Fair and equitable access to 

social, economic and political 
life for everyone in Waterloo 
Region. 

Social 
Development 

Centre Goals
▫ Lived experience information to 

share their knowledge and 
participate in decision-making

▫ Lived expertise voices are heard 
and incorporated in development 
and implementation of local 
strategies especially in the area of 
housing and income security



Lived Expertise 
Group About the Group

Over the next two years the working 
group will be advising the City of 
Kitchener’s Housing for All Strategy to 
implement and monitor some of the 
affordable housing actions and 
programs that better address the 
challenges of people experiencing 
marginalization. 

.

Projects in Progress
▫ Regional Interim Housing Plan

▫ Forum on Changes in Public 

Opinions on Housing

▫ City of Kitchener Bylaw 

Enforcement and tent cities

▫ Research Projects Led by the 

GroupPriorities

▫ Advocating for supports to people 
living in encampments

▫ Contributing to closer collaboration 
among different levels of government 
on housing. 

https://www.kitchener.ca/en/resourcesGeneral/Documents/DSD_PLAN_Housing_For_All_Kitchener_Housing_Strategy.pdf


Housing for All 
Strategy

Human rights based 
approach

Lived 
experience 

collaboration

Help end 
homelessness

Affordable Rental and 
Affordable Ownership 

Advocacy  Facilitate More Affordable 
Housing

Fill data gaps



Literature 
Review Photovoice

▫ Community-based 

participatory method

▫ Empowers through 

advocacy and voice

▫ Action-based 

Gentrification

▫ “A process of neighborhood 

change that includes economic 
change in a historically 
disinvested neighborhood —by 
means of real estate investment 
and new higher-income 
residents moving in – as well as 
demographic change – not only 
in terms of income level, but 
also in terms of changes in the 
education level or racial 
make-up of residents.”



Key Concepts

Disconnect 

1. Step Home 

2. Not in my 

backyard

3. Foster Care 

Displacement 

Map of 
displacement 
in KW region

Thriving vs. 
Surviving

Salad story



Map of 
Displacement 



Research Questions
▫ What do people need right now to complete their journeys?

▫ What are the disconnects between what city officials think people 

experiencing homelessness need and what people actually need? 

▫ How has displacement directly impacted individuals? 

 



 Methodology Paradigm
Transformative: 

- Multiple fluid realities exist, but some are valued over others based 
on power

- To create a relationship-based understanding of reality, accounting 
for context and power

- Promoting social justice and respecting cultural histories and 
relationships of marginalized communities

Research Design - Qualitative
Arts based methods

▫ Photovoice - using black and white pictures 
▫ Videovoice 
▫ Writing

Interviews/focus groups/group interview  



Methodology

Participants
▫ City Officials (2-3)
▫ The Lived Expertise Working Group (3)
▫ People experiencing homelessness (2-3)

Sampling
▫ Purposeful and convenient

Analysis
▫ TBD



Photovoice 
Example



3

642

First meeting with SDC, 
work on research ideas 

and literature review 
Submit REB and work 

on proposal

Hopefully begin 
collecting data using 

photovoice or 
interviews

First two meetings with 
the lived experts, 

formulate research 
questions and 

methodology, work on 
presentation 

Wait for REB approval, 
begin photovoice 

workshop/training 

Begin analyzing, 
compiling and 

transcribing our data

Timeline

2

Choose groups, work 
on team contract and 

work plan

Submit results and 
deliverables to both SDC 
and the Lived Expertise 

Group 

September

October

November

December

January

February

March

April



Budget Time Considerations
▫ Wait for REB approval:  3-5 

weeks 

▫ Equipment rental: 1 week 

▫ Photovoice training workshops: 

2-3 weeks (concurrently)

▫ Research: approx. 1 month

▫ Interviewing participants: TBD 

(optional) 

▫ Data analysis: 1  month 

▫ Final deliverables: 3 weeks 

 

  Monetary Considerations
▫ Cost of cameras: $12-15 each x 

around 9 participants = $135

▫ Cost of getting pictures developed: 

to be determined 

▫ Cost of transportation: $3.50 for 

the bus, or reimburse for gas

▫ Honoraria: to be determined 



Thank you so much for listening to our 
presentation! 

Any questions about our project or SDC?



References

 

 

Cheng, Y.-W. (2021). Sleepless in Taipei: The application of photovoice method to explore the major challenges perceived by homeless people 

facing multifaceted social exclusion. Critical Social Policy, 41(4), 606–627. https://doi-org.libproxy.wlu.ca/10.1177/0261018320981849

Halifax, N. V. D., Yurichuk, F., Meeks, J., & Khandor, E. (2008). Photovoice in a Toronto Community Partnership: Exploring the Social 

Determinants of Health With Homeless People. Progress in Community Health Partnerships: Research, Education, and Action, 2(2), 

129–136. https://doi.org/10.1353/cpr.0.0015

Housing For All Kitchener Housing Strategy. (2020, December). 

https://www.kitchener.ca/en/resourcesGeneral/Documents/DSD_PLAN_Housing_For_All_Kitchener_Housing_Strategy.pdf

Wang, C., & Burris, M. A. (1997). Photovoice: Concept, Methodology, and Use for Participatory Needs Assessment. Health Education & 

Behavior, 24(3), 369–387.

Social Development Centre Waterloo Region. Social Development Centre Waterloo Region. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.waterlooregion.org/ 

https://doi-org.libproxy.wlu.ca/10.1177/0261018320981849
https://doi.org/10.1353/cpr.0.0015
https://www.kitchener.ca/en/resourcesGeneral/Documents/DSD_PLAN_Housing_For_All_Kitchener_Housing_Strategy.pdf
https://www.kitchener.ca/en/resourcesGeneral/Documents/DSD_PLAN_Housing_For_All_Kitchener_Housing_Strategy.pdf

